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July 31, 2020 
 
 
 
 
The Honorable Carolyn Maloney 
Chair 
Committee on Oversight and Reform 
U.S. House of Representatives 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
 
Dear Madam Chair: 
 
On behalf of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, I am writing in response to your letter dated 
April 22, 2020, to Administrator Andrew Wheeler regarding the temporary policy issued on March 26, 
2020, entitled, “COVID-19 Implications for EPA’s Enforcement and Compliance Assurance Program” 
(Temporary Policy). 
 
Enclosed please find a production of documents in response to the Committees’ request for information 
in your April 22 letter. The Agency has already responded to the Committees’ requests with a briefing 
from senior Office of Enforcement and Compliance Assurance (OECA) staff and in two written 
responses from OECA Assistant Administrator Susan Bodine, including a letter dated April 2, 2020, 
which was sent to all Members of Congress, and a letter dated June 29, 2020, which was addressed to 
you. In those briefings and letters, the Agency has repeatedly attempted to clarify fundamental 
misunderstandings about the Temporary Policy. As you know, the Agency has consistently emphasized 
that throughout the COVID-19 public health emergency, the EPA continues to enforce environmental 
laws and protect human health and the environment nationwide. Additionally, we have informed you 
that EPA’s COVID-19 website (https://www.epa.gov/coronavirus) contains links to enforcement and 
compliance resources which provide the public, the regulated community, and other government 
agencies with complete and up to date information on EPA enforcement and compliance actions related 
to COVID-19. 
 
Please note that the enclosed production contains documents that reveal internal Agency information. 
Therefore, we have added a header and footer to these documents that reads “Internal Document of the 
U.S. EPA; Disclosure Authorized Only to the U.S. House of Representatives for Oversight Purposes.” 
Through this accommodation, the EPA does not waive any confidentiality interests in these documents 
or similar documents in other circumstances. 
 
The EPA respectfully requests that the Committee and staff protect the documents and the information 
contained in them from further dissemination. Should the Committee determine that its legislative 
mandate requires further distribution of this confidential information outside the Committee, we request 
that such need is first discussed with the EPA to help ensure the Executive Branch’s confidentiality 
interests are protected. 
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As we have previously explained and illustrated with the information provided to date, EPA’s 
Temporary Policy appropriately considers the health and safety of the public, EPA staff, and co-
regulators during this challenging time as we continue to protect human health and the environment. As 
the public health emergency caused by COVID-19 evolves, dedicated EPA staff across the nation have 
maintained their focus on the Agency’s mission and will continue to efficiently and effectively serve the 
American people.  

The EPA recognizes the importance of the Committee’s need to obtain information necessary to perform 
its legitimate oversight functions and is committed to continuing to work with your staff on how best to 
accommodate the Committee’s interests. If you have further questions, you may contact me, or your 
staff may contact Garrett Kral in EPA’s Office of Congressional and Intergovernmental Relations at 
Kral.Garrett@epa.gov or (202) 564-9114. 

Sincerely, 

Joseph A. Brazauskas, Jr. 
Associate Administrator 

Enclosure 

cc: The Honorable James Comer, Ranking Member 


